
TOWN OF OCCOQUAN 
PLANNING COMMISSION 

Town Hall – 314 Mill Street, Occoquan, VA 22125 
 

MEETING DATE: 2022-09-27 
MEETING TIME: 6:30 PM 

 
 
Present: Chairperson Eliot Perkins, Commissioners Ann Kisling, Ralph Newell, Ryan Somma, Don 
Wood 
 
Absent: Commissioner Darryl Hawkins 
 
Town Staff: Matt Whitmoyer, Management Fellow; Adam Lynn, Interim Town Manager 
 
1. Call to Order 
 
The Planning Commission meeting was called to order by Chairman Perkins on 2022-09-27, at 6:30 p.m. 
 
2. Citizen Comments 
 
There were no citizen comments. 
 
3. Approval of Minutes  
 
a. August 23, 2022 Meeting Minutes 
 
Commissioner Kisling motioned to approve the minutes. Commissioner Newell seconded. The motion 
passed unanimously by voice vote. 
 
4. Action Items 
 
a. Request to Consider Zoning Text Amendments to the Town Code Generally Relating to Parking 
Structures and Set Public Hearing Date 
 
Chairperson Perkins said Occoquan has a parking problem. There was a hope that the Mill at Occoquan 
development would help with matters, but that will not happen. Town Council and the Mayor agree 
the town needs a parking garage. Visitors to town leave because they can't find parking and don't come 
back. The Planning Commission initiated the free timed parking program which has helped. The Town 
Council wants the Planning Commission to create the language for the Town Code that allows zoning 
for a parking garage. This discussion does not mean we are building a parking garage, but it does mean 
we can talk about the possibility. Tonight’s action item sets a public hearing date. Advertising will 
appear on 13th of October, and draft text will be available at that time. The hearing will be on October 
25th. 
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Commissioner Somma moved to set a public hearing date of October 25, 2022, on the draft ordinance 
to be provided by the Town Attorney. Commissioner Kisling seconded. The motion passed 
unanimously by voice vote. 
 
Mr. Whitmoyer said the main concerns with parking right now is that there are not enough spaces. The 
B1 zoning district or R1 district are options for allowing parking garages. There is also the option of 
possibly expanding B1 to cover additional areas and allow garages in just B1. There are also questions 
of heights and setbacks. All zones currently have these defined and we would want to consider them 
in terms of what a parking garage would need structurally and aesthetically. B1 currently allows 
businesses on first floor and mixed use on upper floor. If we are allowing in R1, we would need to 
consider if businesses would be allowed. Also need to consider allowing by right or special use permits. 
 
5. Discussion Items 
 
a. Planning Commission Priorities Update 
 

• Berkley Riverwalk Planning Proposal 
 
Chairperson Perkins said that because Town staff and the Planning Commission have put so much 
initial work into this, the Town Council approved $40k to develop a proper plan and to have the 
blocking and tackling done for grants. For example, the Town can show Alpine X, Prince William 
County, Fairfax County, and the Occoquan Regional Park that we have invested money in this project 
to demonstrate our commitment. We will have renderings of the project to ensure the best plan possible. 
This includes three renderings of the projects and additional meeting opportunities. if we need more 
money for additional items, we can go back to the Town Council for approval. This is not being paid 
for with Town taxes, but Federal dollars. The Berkley Group has a lot of experience with this kind of 
project. Mr. Lynn said the Berkley Group assisted the town in 2016 and did excellent work. Chairperson 
Perkins said the next steps are to sign off and hold administrative meeting to establish actual schedule 
for completion of the work. The whole process will take seven months and everyone will be involved 
in the process. 
 
Commissioner Wood said that renderings are very inviting and communicate what we' would like to 
do if we are able to use the properties for these designs. So this is selling a vision. Chairperson Perkins 
said there are many people involved, property owners, Occoquan citizens, and businesses. If we show 
people what can be and include them at the right time, they can see themselves as being part of 
something that will benefit their families and kids. Matt Dawson, a former Town Council member, 
owns one of lots of land and he is incredibly interested and willing to be part of the solution. 
 

• Fall Craft Show 
 
Chairperson Perkins expressed thanks to Town Staff and volunteers for putting on an unbelievable 
Craft Show. Mr. Lynn said there was a very positive response from participants. 
 
6. Adjournment 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 6:58 p.m. 
 
Minutes Prepared by Ryan Somma, Planning Commission Secretary  


